Summer 2009

Shirtsleeves &

R IO L N e ———

Burrawang Revival

pl In 2003 Tilligerry Habitat Nursery received hundreds of Macrozamias and Gymeas
which were rescued from the Bagnalls Beach subdivision (Port Stephens) before
bulldozer works commenced. Port Stephens Council provided funds to extend
the Nursery, add a watering system and purchase soil and large bags.

Burrawang Revival

- : : pl
Wildlite Corridor Links Bare rooted plants were put onto trucks and taken to the Nursery where they were

bagged, some eventually being sold, including to Landcom.
Waterwatch in the p2

Upper Hunter Gymeas are commonly found along the coast, from Bega to Taree. Many of the

rescued Gymeas have been planted at Koala Bay Estate. They have thrived in
their new home and provide a colourful display.

2
Landcare Groups P _ _ . . :
Macrozamia Communis or Burrawangs are indigenous to Tilligerry Peninsula and
can be found across the region, often in communities. Burrawangs are some of
Welcome to New p3 natures “seni(_)r_citizens” and have relat_ives over 1,000 years old. Fos_sils found
from 50-60-million years ago (before Dinosaurs) show Burrawangs existed. Palm
Members like cycads, they are amongst the most primitive seed plants surviving today.

Wintering Waterfowl p3 They grow about 1.2 metres high by 2 metres wide, can have over 100 fronds and
in Banaladesh have a large underground trunk. They reproduce by male and female cones which
ElngEioEs look similar to a pineapple.

Faraway Tree Party p3 Aborigines hav_e used their seeds for fqod, pounding and soaking _ther_n for days to
remove the toxins. Some early Australian explorers died after eating improperly
prepared seeds. John Hunter is recorded as having sampled them, after the seeds
Building for the future p4 were cooked by local Aborigines (1793), he survived!
On National Tree Day this year Tilligerry Tidy Towns volunteers, local youth and
. p4 Council staff, planted the remaining Burrawangs around local parks e.g. Gula
Dates for Diary Park. A successful rescue by Landcarers, Council and local community.

Links p4 Fran Corner

Wildlife Corridor Links

As our Group name suggests our members are committed to conserving and improving the environment by planting
trees on private land in the Mt. Vincent area.

Over 600 trees such as Eucalypts and Acacias were planted this Spring to add to the wildlife corridor which links
remnant Woodland and Rainforest areas from Bow Wow Gorge to the Wattagans. Itis a pleasure to work on such
a long term project that helps ensure the survival of local flora and fauna including birds on the Threatened Species
list such as the Powerful Owl, Sooty Owl and the Glossy Black Cockatoo.

Our Group continues to work with local landholders on weeds control, particularly Lantana eradication. An arduous
but essential part of rural life! We also provide training to landholders on Splatter Gun use techniques.

Pamela Fitzsimons
Trees on Farms Mt. Vincent Landcare Group
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Landcare Assistance Fund Grants

Landcare Groups in the Hunter Water Corporation catchment can apply to HRLN for up to $1,500 for on ground works.

The current round for applications closes on 10th of December. The next grant period will be from 14th of December
until mid March 2010.

Please telephone Ruth Hardy on 0458 348 110 (BH) for information on criteria, an Application Form and Guidelines, or
to discuss your proposed application.

Waterwatch in the Upper Hunter

Ingrid Berthold from the Hunter-Central Rivers CMA visited Muswellbrook in October to train Muscle Creek Landcare
volunteers on Waterwatch techniques. Landcarers learnt how to test for key indicators including temperature, ph,
turbidity, electrical conductivity (EC), available phosphate and dissolved oxygen

CMA staff, a team of CVA international volunteers
from Korea, Denmark, Switzerland, Germany and
the United Kingdom and the CVA indigenous
UngarooTeam also participated in the training.

A Waterwatch Kit was given to the Landcare Group
so they can continue to monitor key environmental
indicators in the Muscle Creek tributary.

“By providing ‘ownership’ of water quality testing to
the local Landcare Group via the Waterwatch
program, the community can obtain results on vital
water quality parameters in Muscle Creek and feed
the information back to the CMA for evaluation”
said Stephen Thatcher, the Muscle Creek
Landcare spokesman, who organised the training.

Stephen Thatcher

Local Landcare Groups

Lower Hunter
The Quigley Sustainability Landcare Group at Woodrising
Holds a variety of activities including native vegetation planting & education.

Contact: David Jardaen
Email: dj222@optusnet.com.au

Upper Hunter

Scone Landcare

Working with Local Council on Public Parks native vegetation projects and tree planting on farms.
We are also seeking new members.

Contact: Ruth Hardy 0458 348 110 (BH)
Email:  rkhardyl@bigpond.com






